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  2011  

 
 

UMC Special Events  
and Committee Meetings  

 
1,8,15,22 Intercessory Prayer 9:30 am; Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 5:00 pm 
1 Trustees 7:00 pm 
1-5 Hospitality, INC guests overnight 
2,9,16,23 Rug & Sleeping Bag Ladies 9:00 
am, Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 pm, Family 
Meal 6:00 pm, Book Study 7:00 pm 
3 XYZ Potluck & Program 12:00 pm 
3,10,17,24 Menõs Book Club at Brendaõs Caf® 
6:00 am, Womenõs Bible Study 9:30 am, Chan-
cel Choir Rehearsal 7:00 pm, Praise Choir Re-
hearsal 8:00 pm 
3 Finance Committee 5:00 pm 
4,11,18,25 Needlework Club 9:30 am 
6 Sacrament of Communion, Food 
Pantry 
6 Legacy Superbowl Party 
7 Campaign Cabinet 7:00 pm 
8 Staff-Pastor-Parish 7:00 pm 
11,25 òThe Outletó 6:30 pm 
13,20,27 Legacy 5:00 & 7:00 pm  
16 Taize Service 7:00 pm 
20 All-Church Ice Skating 
21 Evangelism Committee 6:30 pm 
22 Administrative Board 6:30 pm 
24 Henderson mission trip meet. 6:30 pm 
26 Legacy òCrop & Craft for Coloradoó  
9:00 am-9:00 pm 
27 Blood Pressure Clinic 10:30-11:00 am,  
Healing Service 
 
 
United Methodist Women events are on page 5. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Seventy-four people attended the church bowling party at Park 
Lanes on a wintery Sunday afternoon, January 16.  Fifty-eight of 
those people were bowlers .  Two of our guests were too young 
to pick up a ball!  Can you imagine that one of our preschool 
students is in his second year with a bowling league?  Parents, 
grandparents, children, grandchildren and youth all shared a 
wonderful afternoon of fun and food during this intergenera-
tional event.   Pizza, apple slices, mandarin oranges and cookies 
were served.  We thank Wesco Downtown for donating a huge 
bag of popcorn.  Bev Pahoski brought the cookies, Dennis and 
Betty Tabor provided the fruit and a church family purchased 
the Hungry Howieõs Pizza.  Many thanks go to Bettyõs helpers: 
Pat Willick, Pat Waterchilde, Karen & Wayne Disegna, and 
Dennis Tabor.  A big hug goes out to Judy at Park Lanes for 
providing the church with such a great bowling package. 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Adams concentrates as he hefts the bowling bowl. 

 
 
    More photos on page 6 
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  Community Events in Our Church  
This Month  

 
2,9,16,23ñBusiness Network International (BNI) 
6:30-9:00 am; Recorder Group Practice 7:00 pm  
5ñEmmaus Gathering/Potluck 5:00 pm 
6ñSoccer Registration 2:00-4:00 pm 
8,22ñHabitat for Humanity Board, 5:15 pm 
10ñEmmaus Board 7:00 pm 

 
 

The XYZ (Xtra Years of Zest) 
Group will meet at noon on 
Thursday, February 3. Our meet-
ing will begin as usual with a pot-
luck meal. After lunch, Dave 

Hamman will present a program on the recent mis-
sion trip to Haiti. Bring a dish to pass and your table 
service. Please join us for time of good food and 
fellowship and what Iõm sure will be an informative 
program.    Allan Carlson 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

Rev. Bill Dobbs, a previous pastor of our church and now 
Clergy Assistant to the Bishop, sent the following health up-
date to Pastor Tom at the end of December. Rev. Dobbs was 
diagnosed with thyroid cancer late last year. 

Thanks to everyone for their prayers. It continues to 
sustain us through these days! I am post surgery and 
hypothyroid, starting radiation mid-January. Every 
day is a bit of a struggle, but, really, only a little bit 
when I think of others and their struggles. The prog-
nosis is good and we just have to get through this 
time of low energy, low metabolism and struggles 
with being cold all the time. So, if you would be so 
kind, please keep praying and I will continue to 
thank God for all of you in Ludington. Happy New 
Year! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

The Knitting Ministry Group , whose members 
knit shawls as gifts for those needing extra warmth 
and comfort during illnesses or other special times, 
is in need of more knitters. If you are interested in 
being a part of this ministry, please call Marcie 
Anderson at 845-6308 or Nancy Toll at 845-2830. 
Thanks! 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners that began 
January 12 will continue in Fellowship Hall 
at 6:00 pm until the end of April. An excep-
tion is Holy Week, when we will meet on 
Maundy Thursday, April 21 instead of on 
the Wednesday. After each meal there will 

be singing and devotions. The 7:00 pm study òThe 
Best Question Everó by Andy Stanley that Allan 
Carlson begins on February 2 will continue through 
mid-March.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Just a reminder: If you are planning 
to show a DVD in worship, or at a 
wedding or funeral in the church, 
please get the DVD to the church 

video techs early. Thank you! 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     

Wayne Disegna began leading an interesting six-
week study on the book Take This Bread by 
Sara Miles on Sunday, January 16 at 9:30 am in the 
Rug Ladiesõ Room. This class continues through 
February 20.                              

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Wednesday, February 16 at 7:00 pm we will offer 
our quarterly Taize worship service. Taize, named 
for the village in France where it began, is a unique 
form of worship featuring sung prayers, candles 
and Scripture. We invite you to come experience 
Taize worship for yourself, and draw closer to God 
in the quiet. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Welcome to Ray & 
Kristen Biggs and 
Ron & Kim Ap-
plebey, who joined 
our fellowship in 
November 2010. 
 

Above: Ray and Kristen Biggs with Katherine, 
Lauren, John and Kendall. 

                    Right: Ron and Kim Applebey
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        LEGACY 
  

 

 
 

Fruitful February  
 

Starting on January 30th during normal Legacy time the youth will be partici-
pating in a month long event called Fruitful February! The youth group will be 
divided into four groups, Apples, Oranges, Bananas and Grapes. Each week they 
attend they will write their name on a piece of fruit and hang it on their  team 

tree.  If  they bring a visitor that person will also join their team.  This event is to 
promote faithful attendance and encourage the youth to invite new people.  

Each week a team will be featured and all snacks, games, and decorations will 
incorporate this team.  During our lesson time we will study the Fruits of the 

Spirit. Youth are asked to dress according to the theme of the week.    Prizes will 
be awarded to the best dressed. For example:  Orange weekð wear all orange.                                                                            

The winning team will get a pizza and ice cream party! 

Ministry Hour  
 

Every Wednesday night 
from 7-8pm (following 

the Family Meal) we will have 
a ministry hour for all youth 6
-12th grade.  During this hour 
we will work on skits, dramas, 
songs, special music and more 
that can be used in ministry.  

This is a great opportunity for 
us to use our   talents for the 
Lord. Hope to see you there! 

Monthly Calendar 
 

1/30 ðMS Legacy 5pm & HS Legacy 7pm 
Orange Night 

 

2/6 -Superbowl Party 6pm *Boys bring pop 
& girls bring snacks 

 

2/13ð MS Legacy 5pm & HS Legacy 7pm 
Grape Night 

 

2/19ð HS Mission Trip Training 12-4pm 
 

2/20 -MS Legacy 5pm & HS Legacy 7pm 
Banana Night 

 

2/26ð Crop and Craft for Colorado 9a-9p 
 

2/27 - MS Legacy 5pm & HS Legacy 7pm 
Apple Night 

Mission Trips 
This summer 19 youth from our 
church will be traveling on short 
term mission trips.  SH to Cortez, 
CO and MS to Sault Ste. Marie, 
MI.  We have a large amount of 
financial support to raise.  If  you 
are willing to make a donation 
please see Jennifer.  Thanks! 

Special thanks to all who attended 
the Open House.  Also to everyone 
who brought snacks or has assisted 

with Legacy.  It has been such a 
blessing to see so many people get involved!  
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Dear Friends,  
I have deeply appreciated your thoughts, prayers, 
hugs and support during the 4 1/2 years of Jerryõs 
auto immune illness. A special thank you to Pas-
tor Tom for his visits and prayers during Jerryõs 
hospital stays as well as for the wonderful service he 
conducted. To Janice Wolff, the kitchen crew, and 
the many who provided food for the luncheon, I 
thank you for making it so special. God bless all of 
you. This is truly a very caring congregation. 
Most sincerely, Darlene Ponko 
 
 
United Methodist Church of Ludington: 
Thank you for allowing the Mason County Histori-
cal Societyõs annual meeting to be held in your Fel-
lowship Hall. The accommodations were excellent 
and your willingness to work with us on several 
changes of the date was much appreciated. Thank 
you. 
          Ron Wood, Executive Director 
 
 
Lisa and I would like to thank those that sent get 
well wishes, the casserole ladies, the prayer shawl 
ladies, Pastor Tom and Laurieñyou all helped us in 
our healing and we were very appreciative. 
                                              Lisa & Linda Wolven 
 
 
I would like to thank all of you who rang bells for 
the Salvation Army at Wal-Mart this Christmas sea-
son. Eighty members or attendees of our United 
Methodist Church rang a total of 200 hours! The 
youngest bellringer was five years old and the oldest 
was almost 89 years old. Thank you all for braving 
the elements to ring for this very worthy organiza-
tion. Your time and efforts were greatly appreciated. 
                                     Bev Hamman, Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Garland, happily ringing the bell 
 

Dear folks at UMC - 
I am writing to thank you for your generous do-
nation to support the Mason County Mobile 
Food Pantry! The $615.38 we received will pur-
chase over 7000 pounds of food to distribute to 

those in need! I am so blessed by your caring spirit 
and for your support that helps us continue this out-
reach to those in need here in Mason County. Bless-
ings!  Kathy Lacko    
 
 
I would like to thank everyone who brought in food 
and money for the Salvation Army. You were very 
generous in your giving and it will be put to good 
use when their pantry gets low on food. God bless 
you all. You are all good disciples. 
In Jesusõ name, Maralee McCumber 
 

 
The family of Rachael Stewart acknowl-
edges with grateful appreciation your 
kind expression of sympathy, and thank 
you for all the flowers sent. 

                                         Doug Stewart and Family 
 
 
Editorõs Note: Cathy Webster sent me an email December 
30, requesting that we publish a thank you in the newsletter 
to all those who decorated our church front yard for Christ-
mas. Hereõs the backstory, a quote from the email. It puts a 
smile on my face every time I read it. 
   On December 22, an exciting event happened in 
my family and involved the church. 
   At about 10:00 pm December 22 my son, Benja-
min Webster from Orlando, proposed to his girl-
friend, Tina Joseph (also from Orlando), amongst 
the nearly 40 lighted trees of the United Methodist 
Church front òyard.ó It was beautiful with all the 
lights and white snow as well as peaceful and private. 
   Would you put a thank you in the next newsletter 
to all those who decorated this area so wonderfully? 
It proved to be the best romantic place in town. We 
even came back at 11:00 pm and took pictures 
amongst the trees to behold the beautiful cross seen 
in the background even though the church was not 
visible. It was amazing! We have pictures of my 
sonõs knee prints in the snow and then the òtwirlingó 
that happened after. AHHHH=youth! 
Thanks so much and Happy New Year 2011. 
Cathy Webster 
       
            continued on next page 



5 

 

 

By Betty Tabor 
 
Get ready to ice skate!  Our church 
family ice skating party will be held 
on Sunday afternoon, February 20 at 
the West Shore Ice Arena.  Public 

skating time is 4:00 to 5:50.  You do not need to pre-
register at church, just find our church table to regis-
ter when you arrive at the arena.  Our group price is 
$4.00 for admission for those six and older.  Chil-
dren age five and younger skate free.  Skate rental 
will be free for everyone.  Cookies and apples will be 
provided.  The concession stand will 
be open.  Younger children should 
wear their bike helmet and mittens to 
keep their hands warm if/when they 
fall.  **Please note that a tournament 
will be over by 4:00.  The parking lot 
may be full until those people leave.  
You are welcome to come at 3:45 to 
put on your skates before 4 p.m. 
 
Cocoa Parties:  Each Sunday School class will be 
rewarded with a cocoa, marshmallows and cookie 
party for coming out to Sunday School on these cold 
wintery Sunday mornings.  Each Sunday the winning 
class will be drawn out of the snowmanõs tall black 
hat! 
 

Missions:  Sunday School and youth 
group students made wonderful valen-
tines for our church shut-ins.  If you 
know of someone in need of a special 
valentine card please contact Betty Ta-
bor or Lynne Gohn of the Visitation 
Committee. 

 
Our Sunday School offering in February is ear-
marked for the children at the Womenõs Shelter.  We 
will supply socks, underwear and perhaps pajamas.  
This is a continuation of our January mission pro-
ject. 

 
A Christmas Program DVD is available to check out 
for anyone wanting to watch the Sunday School pro-
gram at home.  Many thanks go to Penny Quillan 
and Steve Begnoche for covering our December 12 
program and to Darlene Ponko for coordinating this 
special event. 
 
Christian Education Committee members and Sun-
day School teachers will have a meeting on Sunday, 
January 30 following Sunday School at 10:35 in the 4
-5th grade classroom.  The meeting is open to any 
interested persons.  It will last an hour.  VBS is just 
one of many topics on the agenda.  We are always 
open to fresh ideas. 
 
 
 
 

 continued 

 
 
Lew Wilson would like to thank the men for singing 
the introit on December 26. They sang God Rest Ye 
Merry, Gentlemen and Good Christian Men, Rejoice. 
Thank you Al Carlson, Dale Bonser, Erv Johnson, 
Dennis Tabor, Ted Radtke, Bob Kruse, Ed McCum-
ber, Jim Clark, Kirk Myers, Pastor Tom, Wayne 
Disegna, Irv Prescott, Dennis Genson and Gregg 
Heimall. The sound was robust and GREAT. The 
congregation loved it. 
 

 
 

United Methodist Women  

 
Friday, February 4, 1:00 pm 
Executive Board meeting 
 
Wednesday, February 16, 1:30 pm 
Priscilla Circle meets at Village Haus. 
Lydia Circle meets at ??? 
 
All women of the church are invited to the Soup 
and Sandwich Luncheon at 12:30 pm on Mon-
day, February 7! Two guests, a nurse and a dietician 
from Memorial Medical Center Cardiac Rehab Pro-
gram, will speak on Heart-Healthy Practices. 
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More Bowling Photos  
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Henderson Settlement  
Trip 2011  

 
I know weõre in the middle of winter now, but this is the 
time we need to begin planning our mission trip to the 
Henderson Settlement in Frakes, KY in the heart of Ap-
palachia. We are planning to go in the Fall of 2011. We 
need to make plans as to exactly when we are going and 
what we will be doing there. 
The needs are great there and there is something for eve-
ryone to do even if you canõt do hard physical labor. The 
accommodations are very nice, the food is excellent, and 
the fellowship is wonderful. 
If you have never been on a mission trip this is an excel-
lent place to start. There are many in our church who 
return to Henderson because it is such a rewarding ex-
perience.  
If you are interested in going there is a sign up sheet in 
the office. We will have an organizational meeting on 
Thursday Feb. 24th at 6:30 at the church. Please call Kirk 
Myers or Ed McCumber  if you have any questions. 
Thanks!! Hope to see you at the meeting. 
 
  The Missions Committee 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Ponko 
November 17, 1939ðDecember 22, 2010 

 

Alice Abrahamson 
July 12, 1919ðJanuary 4, 2011 

 

Robert Herlein 
July 23, 1925ðJanuary 5, 2011 

 

Fern Wrege 
January 2, 1915ðJanuary 12, 2011 

 

Ron Hullinger 
April 26, 1940ðJanuary 17, 2011 

 

 ñ...God will wipe away every 

     tear from their eyes, and  

  death shall be no moreéò 

                Revelation 21:4 

     

The following photos are from the November 2010 Haiti Medical Mission. The report on that mission was in last monthõs Foot-
prints. For more wonderful photos of the trip, see the Missions bulletin board near  
the church office suite. 


