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2010  

 
 

UMC Special Events  
and Committee Meetings  

 
 
1,8,15,22,29 Menõs Book Club at Brendaõs 
Harbor Caf® 6:00 am 
1 XYZ Potluck & Skit at noon 
1 FAMILY MEAL 6:00 pm 
1 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 pm 
2 Good Friday Service at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church 12:00-3:00 pm 
3 Emmaus Gathering/Potluck 5:00 pm 
4 EASTER; Communion, Food Pantry 
4 Easter Breakfast 8:30-11:00 am 
5 Finance Committee 7:00 pm; Church & 
Society 7:00 pm  
6,13,20,27 Intercessory Prayer 9:30 am, 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 5:00 pm 
6 Trustees 7:00 pm   
7,14,28 Rug/Sleeping Bag Ladies 9:00 am; 
Family Meal 6:00 pm.  
8,15,29 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:00; 
Praise Choir Rehearsal 8:00 pm  
8 Worship Committee 6:00 pm 
9 Marriage Maintenance Workshop 6:30-
8:30 pm   
11 Visioning Recap 12:15-1:30 pm 
13 Staff-Pastor-Parish Committee 7:00 pm 
16 Benefit Chili Supper for Jennifer  
MacDonald 5:00-7:00 pm 
19 Evangelism Committee 6:30 pm 
23 Outlet meeting 6:30 pm at Madl home 
27 Administrative Board 6:30 pm 
25 Blood Pressure Clinic 10:30-11:00 am 
25 Christian Educator Recognition and 
Children Sing and Ring 11:00 am  
 
Youth/Young Adult and United Methodist Womenõs 
meetings and events are listed on pp. 4 and 10  
respectively. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
Sunday, March 28 ~ Palm Sunday 
9:30 am   Contemporary Worship; Pre-Kindergarten through 
8th grade and adult Sunday school 
10:15 am    Coffee Time 
11:00 am    Traditional Worship 
Everyone will receive a palm as they enter worship. 
During Sunday school, preschool through fifth graders will have 
an Easter egg hunt. 
 
 
Thursday, April 1 ~ Maundy Thursday 
7:00 pm     Tenebrae service with Communion. òTenebraeó is 
Latin for òShadows.ó We extinguish candles as we retell the Pas-
sion story: Christõs journey  from betrayal to crucifixion. 
 
 
Friday, April 2 ~ Good Friday 
12:00-3:00 pm     Good Friday worship at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church. Various community pastors and church musicians will 
participate, including Pastors Tom and Ken and a UMCL en-
semble featuring a duet by Paul Garland and Phyllis Heimall. 
The service will be organized around seven central characters in 
the Passion narrative: Peter, Judas, Pilate, the Thief, Mary, the 
Roman Centurion, and Joseph of Arimathea. 
 
 
Sunday, April 4 ~ EASTER 
8:30-11:00 am     Easter Breakfast hosted by the youth 
9:30 and 11:00 am     Easter worship with Communion 
There is no Sunday School on Easter.    
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  Community Events in Our Church  
This Month  

 
6ñUnited Methodist Clergy, 10:00-12:00 in 
Fellowship Hall; Literary Club 1:00-3:00 
7,14,28ñRecorder Group Practice 7:00 pm in sanc-
tuary  
8ñEmmaus Board 7:00 pm in library 
15ñMichigan Area Retired School Personnel 12:00-
2:00 pm 
16ñMediation 10:00 am in library 
17ñAFFEW Earth Day in church (Fellowship Hall, 
kitchen and various rooms) and pavilion, all day 
20ñChurch of God Convention uses kitchen 
21-23ñChurch of God Convention uses whole 
building all dayñall UMCL and other meetings can-
celled 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 
The XYZ (Xtra Years of 
Zest)  will meet at noon on 
Thursday, April 1 in Fellowship 
Hall. The  meeting will begin 
with a potluck lunch. After 
lunch, members of XYZ will 

present a Holy Week play entitled, òHave You Seen 
My Son?ó I encourage any in our congregation to 
attend our meeting that day to see a very meaningful 
program. If you would like to join us for lunch at 
noon, please bring a dish to pass and your table ser-
vice. If you can come only for the Holy Week play, 
that will be at 1:00 pm. Please join us for good fel-
lowship and a good program. Hope to see you then.   
    Allan Carlson 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

About Weekly Meals: We will have the weekly 
meal at 6:00 pm Thursday, April 1 instead of 
Wednesday, March 31 so that we can have the 
Maundy Thursday service in the sanctuary at 7:00 
following the meal. Other weekly meals will be 
Wednesdays, April 7, 14 and 28. There will be no 
meal here April 21 because of the setup needed for 
the Regional Hispanic Pentacostal Church Confer-
ence here April 22-23. 
 

 
 

Looking for a place to hold a graduation 
party? Give the church a call (843-8340). 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

If you had your photo taken by Lifetouch last sum-
mer, had a Lifetouch reprint from a previous direc-
tory, or submitted a photo for the church directory, 
there is a new church pictorial directory waiting 
for you in the church office. If none of the above 
applies to you and you want a directory, please 
leave your name in the office. Extra directories will 
be distributed on a first-come, first serve basis to 
members and friends of the church. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

During the months of July and Au-
gust, we will have an 8:15-9:00 am 
worship service. It will be a tradi-
tional service, and the church is in 
need of a pianist for that service. The 
pay is $30.00 per service. If you are 

interested or know of someone who is, please con-
tact Pastor Tom at 843-8340 or pastor-
tom@ludingtonumc.org. We will still have our 
usual 9:30 and 11:00 services. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

A family from our church is looking for a house 
to rent. Please call the church office at 843-8340 if 
you know of an available house thatõs not too ex-
pensive and whose owners will accept a dog. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

A Maranatha 2010 Program Guide is available on 
our literature table. The guide describes Saturday 
night concerts, retreats, sports camps, guest speak-
ers, conferences and accommodations at the Mus-
kegon site. For more information phone 231-798-
2161 or go to www.VacationWithPurpose.org.  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Benefit Chili Supper for Jennifer Mac-
Donald Friday, April 16, 5:00-7:00 pm! 
Watch bulletins for further information!                                
      
       continued on page 8 
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In our effort to keep the congregation apprised of the finances of the Church, the following report 
shows the status of the General Fund, Building Fund and the Soaring in Faith Building Fund cam-
paign through the end of February, 2010. 
 
General Fund 
            February General Fund Income                             $25,466 
 
            February General Fund Expense                           $19,896 
 
            February Surplus                                                   $ 5,570 
 
                  ***********************************  
 
            Year to Date General Fund Income                      $56,723 
 
            Year to Date General Fund Expense                    $44,807 
 
            Year to Date Surplus                                             $11,916 
 
                  ***********************************  
 
Building Fund/ Genesis Project: 
 
            Bryant Road Building Fund Balance  - 2-28-2010        $100,190 
 
            Genesis Fund Mortgage Balance ð 2-28-2010           $1,424,869  
 
            Monthly Mortgage Payment                                        $10,353 
 
Soaring in Faith Building Fund Campaign: 
 
            Total Pledges                                                              $587,191 
 
            Receipts 2-1-2010 ð 2-28-2010                                        $7,489 
 
       Total Receipts through 2-28-2010                                    $297,300 
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The Outlet 
A new ministry for  

young adults 
 
Over the past number of months we have been re-
searching, brainstorming, testing, evaluating, and 
creating a new ministry that is geared towards those 
in their 20s and 30s.  What weõve found is that this 
age group is looking for somewhere to ask ques-
tions, to develop close friendships, to study the Bi-
ble, and to experience the body of Christ in a new 
and relevant way.  Sometimes we learn best by being 
able to òtalk outó our thoughts or to hear othersõ 
thoughts and opinions.  Out of these observations 
the Outlet was born. 
 
It is our hope that this will be a time to develop rich 
community as well as to encourage one another in 
the faith.  It will be a time to experience life to-
gether, to laugh together, to cry together, to learn 
together, to support each other, to encourage each 
other, to love each other, and to serve each other.  It 
is meant to become an extension of your family.  I 
hope you get the pictureéwe are talking about close
-knit, tightly bonded, deeply formed community.  
Scared yet?  This is something we shy away from in 
our culture today.  We arenõt accustomed to letting 
people òinó.  There is great value in community, 
something those in the early church understood.  
They would support each other in times of need.  
They ate together on a regular basis.  They simply 
lived out their faith in community. 
 
Launching on Friday, April 23, the Outlet will be 
held on the second and fourth Fridays of each 
month.  We will get together for a potluck meal, for 
conversation, for community building, for study and 
discipleship, and for prayer.  Since we have found 
homes to be a valuable way to create a relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere for those in the church as 
well as those outside the church we will be meeting 
in each otherõs kitchens and family rooms.  Childcare 
will be provided within the home so feel free to  

 

bring your kids.  While this group is geared towards 
those within this age bracket it is not limited to it.   
 
If you find yourself interested but arenõt between the 
ages of 20 and 40, donõt worry about it. Weõd love to  
have you. 
 
We will also be providing community gatherings for 
the whole family to be involved in.  We are looking 
into a weekend campout this summer and a family 
kickball game this fall.  We are really looking into 
ways to develop the community aspect of our 
church, especially with those in their 20s and 30s.  If 
this is something you are interested in please get in-
volved.  You can contact the church office for more 
information or simply show up at our first Connec-
tion group April 23 from 6:30-8:30 pm at Brian and 
Kristen Madlõs house.  Feel free to bring family or 
friends as well.  This is open to all. 
 

Creating Community in Christ, 
       Zach Sweet 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Church normally meets every Sunday from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm, with separate groups for Middle 
School and High School.  
 
April 17-18 is our Boyne Mountain Retreat. 
 
 
 
 

So many people in our church volunteer 
in the community. If you would like to 
see a feature article in this newsletter 
highlighting one of our folks and his/her  
Christian witness, please contact Laurie 

at 843-8340. And if youõd like to do the interview, 
thatõs even better! Contact Laurie. 
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HAITI MISSION TRIP FEB/MARCH 2010  
By Dave Hamman 

 
The last week of February and the first few days of 
March, I spent visiting Port-au-Prince, Haiti; just six 
weeks following the massive earthquake which took 
over 250,000 lives.  Two other men traveled with me 
from other Michigan United Methodist churches.  
We took 14 check-on pieces of luggage weighing 700 
pounds, filled with medical supplies, rice, beans, 
canned meat, blankets, a sail from a sailboat to be 
used as a canopy, three tents, school supplies, pre-
scription drugs, and other supplies. 
 
A Haitian translator and driver drove us around for 
several days.  Port-au-Prince was a disaster.  The 
smell of dead bodies was evident throughout the 
city.  I couldnõt help getting tears in my eyes seeing 
all the destruction and knowing what was under-
neath.  Most of the city buildings were leveled or 
heavily damaged.  There were many tent cities set up 
all around the city with hundreds or thousands of 
people in each òcity.ó  The debris is slowly being 
removed but it will take a long time before it is gone 
so that rebuilding can take place.  Meanwhile the 
rainy season will soon begin and close to 700,000 
people are living outside in makeshift huts or tents. 
 
We visited the Methodist Childrenõs Home in Port-
au-Prince where 41 orphans live.  We gave them 
nine suitcases full of blankets, food, medical sup-
plies, food, clothing etc.  The orphans are living out-
side their home because they are concerned about 
the aftershocks (the city had two while I was there) 
and more damage being done to their home.  The 
roofs are made of concrete about 12 inches thick.  
We checked for structural damage and found it to be 
safe, but they still will not move back into their 
home.  The security wall surrounding the home is 
partially gone and plans are being made to have Hai-
tian men rebuild the wall.  There is no electricity or 
water at the orphanage and the toilets are not work-
ing.  Water stations are available throughout the city.  
Some food seems to be available and fresh fruit and 
vegetables are for sale by people who live in the 
country.   
  
While in Port-au-Prince, we visited Grace Childrenõs 
Hospital which was started by three men in 1967,  
one of which was Jim Martin from our church. 

One of the other founders left his home in Canada 
after the earthquake and went to Grace Hospital to 
help as director during this time of crisis.  I left them 
$1,000 from our church Haiti Relief Fund to help in 
emergency situations.  The hospital was partially de-
stroyed by the quake.   We also delivered cases of 
baby food to the hospital which were donated by 
Kid-Care International. 
 
We traveled to a city 60 miles from Port-au-Prince, 
Les Cayes,  where 25,000 people moved following 
the quake.  The medical clinics there were in desper-
ate need of medical supplies and we gave them two 
suitcases full of supplies and prescription antibiotics.  
The executive director of Kid-Care International in 
Port-au-Prince had a surplus of medical supplies and 
asked us to take several cases to Les Cayes.  We also 
gave a suitcase full of food to an orphanage.  While 
there, we had a terrible rainstorm one day followed 
by 3-4 feet of flooding which caused eight deaths.  
 
After we took a bus back to Port-au-Prince, we flew 
up north to the second largest city in Haiti, Cap 
Haitien, located on the Caribbean Sea.  UMC of 
Ludington is sponsoring a school there and I met 
with the school principal and eight teachers and gave 
them pencils, glue, erasers, notebook paper, crayons 
all of which our Sunday School collected last year.  I 
also left them money from our UMC Haiti Fund to 
purchase textbooks which they so desperately need.  
Just 3 weeks ago there was an earthquake in Cap 
Haitien with terrible rains.  This caused a mudslide 
which buried part of the school and killed four stu-
dents.  Now all the schools have closed in the area 
(and all over Haiti).  We spent time with Pastor 
Chrisnel, who is the Circuit Superintendent in charge 
of several schools, churches and two Methodist 
medical clinics (where we took a microscope, do-
nated from Memorial Medical Hospital, last Decem-
ber when Bev and I were there).  We gave the clinic 
medical supplies and antibiotics we brought from 
home. 
 
There are places in the area we checked out to possi-
bly start an orphanage. Also, we checked on work to 
be done on the next mission trip which includes 
school roof repair, church roof repair, grading 
around the schools and some painting.  We also vis-
ited a large orphanage located in an S.O.S. village. 
 
                                         Continued on next page 
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òHaitió from previous page 

 
Back in Port-au-Prince we again visited the Method-
ist orphanage and played with the children.  We also 
visited a new hospital next to the airport which just 
opened up the day after the earthquake.  I met the 
director of the hospital and she is a Methodist pastor 
and doctor who raised funds to build the hospital.  I 
left her money from our UMC Haiti Relief Fund.  
She and her husband also have a school and orphan-
age they operate next to the hospital.  
 
In Port-au-Prince, we met a U. S. VIM Conference 
Director who was buried in Hotel Montana for 55 
hours along with the two top UMCOR people from 
the U.S.  All three were pulled out of the rubble to-
gether.  The two UMCOR men were transferred to a 
Miami Hospital and later died but the third person 
survived and is writing a book about his experience 
of being buried alive. 
 
We were able to get medical help for one young man 
who had injured his neck after concrete hit him on 
the head and he was buried a few hours, and we ac-
quired medicine for a young lady who has scabies. 
 
Our trip was worthwhile in that we could deliver 
medical supplies, food and money directly to the 
people we wanted to receive it.  Sometimes when 
supplies are sent by a container, it may take weeks to 
get them to the proper destination.  Also, we were 
able to redistribute medical supplies for another or-
ganization to outlying areas. 
 
There is much work to be done but it is good to see 
some of the tent cities well organized with their own 
security people in place.  Haitians are proud people 
and they will survive in spite of all the disasters 
which have taken place over the past few years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This photo is from the West Michigan Conference website. 

 

A Prayer for Haiti 
Contributed by Lynne Gohn 

 

   Lord, I just want to say THANK YOU, because 
this morning I woke up and knew where my chil-
dren were. Because this morning my home was still 
standing; because this morning I am not crying be-
cause my husband, my child, my brother or sister 
needs to be pulled out from underneath a pile of 
concrete; because this morning I was able to drink a 
glass of water; because this morning I was able to 
turn on the light; because this morning I was able to 
take a shower; because this morning I was not plan-
ning a funeral; but most of all I thank you this morn-
ing because I still have life and a voice to cry out for 
the people of Haiti. 
   Lord, I cry out to you, the one who makes the im-
possible possible, the one who turns darkness into 
light. I cry out that you give those mothers strength; 
that you give them peace that surpasses all under-
standing; that you open the streets so that help can 
come; that you provide doctors, nurses, food, water, 
and all that they need in a blink of an eye. For all 
who have lost family members, give them peace, 
give them hope, and give them courage to continue 
to go on. 
   Protect the children and shield them with your 
power. I pray all this in the name of Jesus; and I 
thank you, Father, for your daily blessings. 
 
 
 

We fondly remember these people who have 
gone home to the Lord since our last newsletter. 

 
Betty Myers 

10/25/1926ñ2/19/2010 
A member of our church since 1990 

 
Ray Petersen 

12/18/1920ñ3/8/2010 
A member of our church since 1964 

 
Alice Damkoehler 

7/27/1918ñ3/2/2010 
Beloved mother of Rev. Paul Damkoehler 

 
Bob Ferguson 

12/10/1935ñ3/6/2010 
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 By Betty Tabor 

 
 
Haiti will be the focus of our April and 
May Sunday School mission.  Dave 
Hamman will give a presentation on 
May 2 in the gathering area.  Our col-

lection will go to help the students at the UMC Baudin 
School.  We will send greetings to them also.  Mr. 
Hamman returns to Haiti in June. 
 
Church Camp:  Now is the time to register your child 
or grandchild for a UMC summer camp.  Every child 
should have a church camp experience!  A UMC camp 
is located near Pentwater, but other sites are available.  
Information is posted on the hall bulletin board in the 
CE wing.  The church has funds to help with camp 
fees.   
 

Look for a report on the March 28  
(Palm Sunday) Egg Hunt in the next 
Footprints.  We hope to have a visit 
from the Easter Bunny! 

 
Easter Sunday:  No Sunday School.  Plan to attend the 
youth breakfast. 
 
Christian Educator Recognition will be held at the sec-
ond service on April 25th.  Our outstanding leaders 
and helpers provide a high quality Christian Education 
program for our students of all ages.  We are grateful 
for each and every person who gives so freely of their 
time and talent.  What a blessing you are to this 
church! 
 

On Sunday, April 25, at the second 
service, our students will be giving 
their final performance for the school 
year under the direction of Emily Gar-
land and Karen Disegna.  Mark your 

calendar and invite the grandparents.  The children 
will rehearse and have a snack between 10:30 
and11:00.  Students may stay for the service and go to 
KFC or they may be picked up in the narthex after 
their program. 
 
 

    
Olympic Fever:  A crowd of church families and 
friends enjoyed the ice at the West Shore Community 
Ice Arena on Sunday afternoon, February 21.  After 
watching Olympic speed skating, figure skating and 
hockey our UMC skaters were eager to test the ice!  Of 
the seventy-two attending the church party, fifty-four 
were skaters.  Eleven of these skaters were five years 
old or younger and were able to skate for free.  Our 
youngest skaters were Vanessa Madl and Jonah Sweet.  
Of the 18 non-skaters two were too young for skating.   
Karen Disegna and Betty Tabor were too busy slicing 
apples and peeling clementines to skate.  Cookies were 
also served. Dennis Tabor was the greeter and photog-
rapher.  We thank Erin and the crew at the ice arena 
for offering free skate rental.  Coming next: Roller 
skating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dad and Jonah seem to be having a good time ice skating. (For 
our Ice Skating Photo Gallery, see page 9. What a happy bunch 
of people!)  

 
Preschool Train:  We thank Jonette and Hector Wil-
son for sharing their wooden train set and all the spe-
cial pieces including òThomas,ó the tank engine.  Jon-
ette set up the track with elevated loops and twists on 
our new train table.  The boys have become very ad-
venturous in redesigning the layout.  You are invited 
to stop by for a viewing!       
 
   continued on next page 


